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Introduction:
Genesis 1:27  “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.”
Part 1: 
Crisis in masculinity/femininity 

· Feminist movement: Initially sought to correct gender injustices. It has now moved beyond.

· Masculine – feminine is reduced to some accidental physical differences with no transcendental difference.  

· The modern drive towards “unisex” – men and women are “interchangeable”

Francis Schaeffer: “Tell me what the world says today, and I’ll tell you what the church will be saying seven years from now.” 

Galatians 3:28  “There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” Some say that Christianity opens the door to a new way of living, where gender no longer matters!
These NT guidelines on the expression of masculinity-femininity in the home and the church make reference to Genesis 1-3. Masculinity-femininity is an original “creational” design feature and not later cultural “add on.”

Part 2:
Male & Female - God’s original design Gen. 1-2
1:27
God made man/mankind, both male and female, in his image.


Gods’ choice: not 1 gender, not 3 (trinity) or 4, but 2. 

2:15
God put Adam in the garden to work: till and keep

· He was made to meet a TASK need: men are task-oriented

· Manhood is strongly related to work/provide/... 
2:18
God noticed that Adam was lonely and needed a helper
2:22
God made the “woman” in a unique way

· She was made to meet a RELATIONSHIP need: women are relationship oriented.

· Womanhood is strongly related to relationships/children/home
2:23

Adam acts as head over Eve: he gives her a name.

Part 3: 
The concept of “being head”


What does being a head involve?
(a) Head has to do with order (role, task, function) - not with importance.
1 Corinthians 11:3+8+9+11  
Christ is not less than God. Woman is not less than man.

 (b) Head has to do with loving sacrificial leadership – Not selfish manipulation.
Ephesians 5:23-25  “For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the 
head of the church, his body, of which he is the Saviour...”

(c) Head has to do with authority and final responsibility – not self pleasing.
Colossians 1:18+2:10 
(d) Head is a role-task-function given by God - not something fought for neither 
      demanded.

Ephesians 1:22  “And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church.”
Part 4: 
The concept of “being a helper”


What does being a helper involve?

(a) Being a helper does not imply status or importance

· God gives help 
- Isaiah 50:7 
· God seeks help 
- Isaiah 63:5 
(b) Being a helper involves giving to meet a genuine need


- it is not an dispensable, optional luxury.


Sometimes doing what the other can ever do for himself.

Mat 15:25, Mark 9:21, Acts 16:9. “Come over and help us” 

(c) Being a helper involves being a refuge, a safe welcoming hiding-place

Isaiah 25:4 
“You have been a refuge [help] for the poor, a refuge for the needy in his distress” NIV

“For thou hast been a fortress [help] to the poor, a fortress for the needy in his distress” DBY

Psalm 119:114 
“You are my refuge [help] and my shield” NIV

“Thou art my hiding-place [help] and my shield” DBY

(d) Being a help involves being a dependable partner, a faithful team-member

Someone who will be there. Someone you can you can count on. A guaranteed supporter. A faithful companion.

Psalm 118:6 
“The LORD is with me [helper]; I will not be afraid” NIV

“Jehovah is for me, I will not fear” DBY

“With the LORD on my side I do not fear” NRSV
Part 5: 
Failure in Womanhood and Manhood: Gen. 3
3:6

NOTICE: Adam, her husband, was with her all the time.

Adam failed by not acting in line with his God-given headship role

· Adam listened to the serpent – but remained silent.

· Adam listened to his wife talk to the serpent – but remained silent.

· Adam saw Eve stare longingly at the fruit, then stretch out and pick on, then bite it, then chew and eat it – but remained silent.

· Eve offered him some – and he accepted it and ate it.
· Why did Adam remain passively silent?

3: 9
“The Lord God called the man” – not Satan, not the serpent, not the woman.


Headship involves being “final responsibility.”

In the 3 curses that follow, good “original designs” are damaged, made more difficult. The capacity to have children, work and the head-helper relationship existed before the fall. They are designed by God and they are good. As Christians we seek to reject the elements that have been corrupted by the fall.

Part 6: 
Some suggestions on being head & helper today
Expressions of “being head”
(1)    TO INITIATE: To take final responsibility that necessary things happen at the right time
· To ‘break the ice,’ to take on the risk of initiating action.
(2)    TO GUIDE: To take final responsibility that we stay on track
· To explain the goal, God’s plan.

· To motivate, inspire, to set a consistent example to follow. To inspire continued loyalty to God´s plan.

· To identify and correct deviations. 
(3)    TO REPRESENT: To feel finally responsible for collective well-being
· To Provide: To genuinely feel for the needs of others. 
· To Protect: To stand up against outside threats. Watchful. 
Expressions of “being a suitable helper”
The role of “helper” must be defined within a context, at least in the home and in the church “helper” is defined in reference to the masculine headship role.

When men INITIATE: a helper SUPPORTS and ENCOURAGES the initiative
When men GUIDE: a helper MODERATES and FOLLOWS the leadership 

When men REPRESENT: a helper RESPECTS and COMPLEMETS weak areas. 
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