
Complete text: NIV
The Prodigal Woman
A PARABLE
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The Prodigal Woman

A parable to illustrate what Lord Jesus has done for you and me. 

NOTES FOR STORY TELLER: This parable is about a Colombian woman named Sandra who decides to abandon all she has in her search for personal happiness and fulfillment.  As you tell the story, feel free to use your own imagination, experience and creativity to bring it to life. The story closely follows today’s reality.
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NO LOVE, NO DESIRE, 

NO HOPE

NOTES FOR STORY TELLER: Sandra is deeply loved and valued, but she longs for something else. She no longer desires to be with her husband. She loves him. She listens to no advice.  She decides to leave her home in search for a ‘new life’.
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UNFAITHFUL, SINNER, 

ENEMY

NOTES FOR STORY TELLER: Sandra makes new friends. Her moral values change. She meets and falls in love with ‘the man of her dreams.’  In time, Sandra also gets tired of this new relationship. She wants something different, something challenging, something more exciting. A friend tells her that life in Spain is what she is really looking for, with the possibility of a good job, financial stability and a fulfilled life. The friend has contacts in Spain and is willing to help. 
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INDEBTED, GONE FAR 

AWAY

NOTES FOR STORY TELLER: Sandra borrows a large sum of money from the bank, purchases her ticket, and crosses the Atlantic Ocean in search for that new life. 
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ENSLAVED, ILLEGAL, 

ADDICTED, FILTHY

NOTES FOR STORY TELLER: The contact in Spain turned out to be a pimp. He took Sandra’s passport away from her, and forced her into a life of prostitution.  She felt lost, insecure, exploited, filthy. In her distress, she begun consuming drugs. Soon she became addicted.
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GUILTY, CONDEMNED, 

PUNISHED 

NOTES FOR STORY TELLER: One day the Spanish police searched the area where she lived. She was detained, and then taken to court. She was found guilty: she was illegally in the country and her work was also illegal. She was condemned and sent to prison.
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IMPRISONED, 


IN DARKNESS

NOTES FOR STORY TELLER: The prison was a dark, a dirty and a frightening place. There were many angry, bitter and violent women there. Sandra was now a very long way away from home. She felt afraid, insecure and very lonely.
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SICK, … DEAD

This is a picture of the desperate condition of a LOST SINNER.
NOTES FOR STORY TELLER: One day there was a fight among some of the women in the prison. Sandra was caught up in the fight and was badly injured. She became very sick and weak, and eventually died. Sandra was buried in the prison cemetery, a long way away from home. THIS IS A PICTURE OF THE DESPERATE CONDITION OF A LOST SINNER: dead in sin, a long way away from where he should be!
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What has the Lord Jesus 

done for me? 
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(1)  I was DEAD in sin
“But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy,  made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions - it is by grace you have been saved” - Ephesians 2:4-5 

( In Jesus I am MADE ALIVE 
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(2) I was SICK
“O LORD, have mercy on me; heal me, for I have sinned against you” - Psalm 41:4 
“But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed” - Isaiah 53:5  
( Jesus has HEALED MY SOUL

Slide #12        (3) I was in DARKNESS 
“I have come into the world as a light, so that no-one who believes in me should stay in darkness” - John 12:46 
“For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness” - Colossians 1:13 
“… that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light” - 1 Peter 2:9 
( Jesus has brought me into His WONDERFUL LIGHT 
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(4) I was IMPRISONED
“So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed” - John 8:36 

“The LORD sets prisoners free”- Psalm 146:7 


( Jesus has set me FREE 
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(5) I was judged and 

found  GUILTY
“…having cancelled the written code, with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross” - Colossians 2:14 

“Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ… through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous” - Romans 5:1+19 

( Because of Jesus I am JUSTIFIED, I am declared RIGHTEOUS 
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(6) Because of my sin, I 

was CONDEMNED
“Whoever believes in him is not condemned” - John 3:18 
“Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” - Romans 8:1 
 ( Because of Jesus I shall NEVER BE CONDEMNED 
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(7) I deserved to be 


PUNISHED
“… the punishment that brought us peace was upon him… the LORD has laid on him 
the iniquity of us all” - Isaiah 53:5-6.


( Jesus was punished instead of me. He became my SUBSTITUTE 
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(8) I was a SLAVE to 

Satan 

“I am sending you to them to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me” - Acts 26:17-18 

“In him we have redemption through his blood” - Ephesians 1:7 

( Jesus has REDEEMED me 
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(9) I was ADDICTED to sin 

“You have been set free from sin” - Romans 6:18 

“To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood… to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen” - Revelation 1:5-6 
“No-one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God’s seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God” - 1 John 3:9 

( Jesus SET ME FREE from the necessity to sin 
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(10) I was FILTHY
“Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? …  And that is what some of you were. But you were washed…” - 1 Corinthians 6:9-11
 “The blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin” - 1 John 1:7

( Jesus has made me CLEAN 
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(11) I had no passport, I 

did not BELONG 

“Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow-citizens with God's people and members of God's household” - Ephesians 2:19 

“But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Saviour from there, the Lord Jesus Christ” - Philippians 3:20 

( I have received a NEW IDENTITY ‘in Christ’ 
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(12) I was FAR AWAY 

from God
“Remember that at that time you were separate from Christ… without hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ.” - Ephesians 2:13 
( Jesus has brought me NEAR to God
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(13) I was INDEBTED
“The servant’s master took pity on him, cancelled the debt and let him go” - Matthew 18:27 

“Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he cancelled the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more? Simon replied, ‘I suppose the one who had the bigger debt cancelled’ ” - Luke 7:42-43 

( Jesus has CANCELLED ALL MY DEBT 
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(14) I was UNFAITHFUL
“And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all” - Hebrews 10:10“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God” - 1 Peter 2:9 

( Jesus has made me HOLY, I am devoted to God 
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(15) I was a SINNER
“All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name” - Acts 10:43
“I write to you, dear children, because your sins have been forgiven on account of his name” - 1 John 2:12 

( In Jesus I am FORGIVEN 
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(16) I was under God’s 

holy, righteous ANGER 

against sin 
“He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins” - 1 John 2:2
“This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins” - 1 John 4:10
( Jesus is my ATONING SACRIFICE
[ Other translations use: EXPIATION or PROPITIATION ]
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(17) There was NO 


DESIRE TO LISTEN 


to God’s voice
“My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me” - John 10:27 

“For in my inner being I delight in God’s law” - Romans 7:22 

“We know that we have come to know him if we obey his commands” - 1 John 2:3

( Jesus has given me a DESIRE TO LISTEN 
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(18) I was one of God’s 

ENEMIES
“When we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son” - Romans 5:10

“Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behaviour. But now he has reconciled you…” - Colossians 1:21-22 

( Jesus has RECONCILED me with God 
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(17) There was NO LOVE 

in my heart for God
“I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh” - Ezekiel 36:26 

 “We love because he first loved us” - 1 John 4:19 

 ( Jesus has given me a NEW HEART 
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(19) I was INDIFFERENT 

towards God and 


sometimes FEARFUL 
“I delight greatly in the LORD; my soul rejoices in my God. For he has clothed me with garments of salvation” - Isaiah 61:10 

 “… but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation” - Romans 5:11 

( Jesus has made it possible for me to ENJOY GOD 
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(20) There was nothing to 

look forward to, NO HOPE
“In my Father’s house are many rooms…               I am going there to prepare a place for you…       I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am” - John 14:2-3 

“… he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” -  1 Peter 1:3 

( Jesus has given me a LIVING HOPE 
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All this happened the very moment I became a Christian!
Thank you LORD JESUS for such a  great Salvation!
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“Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy” - 1 Peter 1:8
“…do this in remembrance of me” - Luke 22:19
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End
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Do you want to adapt, translate or improve this parable? Please go ahead. Make your own version. Share it! A Power Point version with animation may be freely downloaded from my website: Source: www.philipnunn.com under TOOLS.
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